
Independence Party “Issues Caucus” – Issues Packet 

This issues packet was approved Wednesday, September 4th, by five 

Minneapolis Mayoral Candidates meeting weekly as the “Mayoral 

Council” -- to be distributed at the IP’s Saturday “Issues Caucuses” 

 First --“STOP the Wilfs – No Vote No Deal” 

 

We the People of Minnesota demand:

1 The State of Minnesota shall sign no agreement with the Vikings for a 

new stadium.

2 The NFL shall replace the Wilfs with new owners, possibly including 

community ownership.

3 The Vikings shall stay in the Metrodome - We the People have already 

paid for it -- unless a voter referendum approves public financing.

 

Second -- Issue Resolution – Downtown Casino – Dan Cohen 

Minnesota has the lowest number of new business startups of any state in the country (Strib 4/20/2013)  

and a rate of job growth substantially below the national average (Show Me the News 5/2013.) A 

downtown casino would provide hundreds and hundreds of new year round jobs, not just a seasonal, 

tourist attraction, and a huge taxpaying, not tax grabbing, engine to help pay off the debt being run up 

by the Viking stadium bill – if the stadium is built.  

There are collateral benefits as well -- gamblers won't be sleeping on the floor. They'll want hotels, 

restaurants and retail, which we are now abandoning downtown for the Mall of America. The gambling 

offers far better odds for the gambler than the failed pull tab fiasco and a far better location for 

Minneapolis customers and potential job holders than having to chase out to Scott County.  

It will require the legislature to approve a referendum, so the people, not the politicians, will have the 

right to decide if they want it.  Of course a detailed plan, including financials, would be prepared and 

made public before the referendum.  This process of approval by the Legislature has been done before -- 

that's why we have Canterbury racetrack and Running Aces.  



Year Fore- New

closures multi-unit

housing

units

2002 360             

2005 669             

2006 1,610          

2007 2,895          

2008 3,077          1,104       

2009 2,233          376           

2010 2,308          1,355       

2011 1,719          2,884       

2012 1,448          4,091       

2013 4,349       *

Total, 2006 

to 2012:

15,290       (* projected 

from data 

thru 6/24)

(baseline)

 

Third -- Issue Resolution – STOP FORECLOSURES NOW – Jaymie Kelly 

From 2006 through 2012 over 15,000 Minneapolis home owners have 

suffered through a foreclosure.  The number per year is decreasing, and 

we’re now seeing a boom in multi-unit housing construction.  With this 

boom, it’s easy for the mainstream media and the political establishment 

to promote the idea that “happy days are here again” -- the financial 

crisis and the foreclosure crisis are in the past.  Unfortunately, this is 

untrue.  Many people are still being foreclosed on.  Beyond this -- almost 

nothing has been done to correct the massive injustices that have 

resulted from the financial crisis and the thousands of people who have 

seen most or all of their life savings wiped out. 

I am proposing a three point plan to address these issues: 

1. The city should use the power of eminent domain to buy foreclosed properties, and should 

allow former owners to keep living in them. 

2. The City should investigate the thousands of foreclosures that have occurred, and should 

represent the citizens harmed -- filing class action lawsuits against wrongdoers in the 

financial sector.  Harm to citizens is not limited to people who have been foreclosed on – it 

includes harms to entire communities with high rates of foreclosures. 

3. As part of point two, the City should seek to recover losses to the City that were directly caused 

by this wave of foreclosures, including but not limited to lost property tax revenue, and 

higher costs of providing city services. 

 

 

 

 



 

Fourth -- Issue Resolution – Demand Transit Revolution – Bob “Again” Carney Jr. 

 

Today’s Metro Transit serves almost 3 million people, but it has 

only about a third of the ridership of the 1920 Streetcar system 

that served about 600,000 people.   

Bob “Again” Carney Jr. has laid out a detailed plan for a Transit 

Revolution – designed to make Public Transit competitive with 

cars.  The route system is shown at the right.  The main features 

are: 

 Use smaller vehicles – 15 passenger vans and metro 

mobility size vehicles. 

 Provide Five Minute Service – you won’t wait more than 

five minutes for a Transit Revolution vehicle 

 A Jobs Program – we’ll hire part time drivers at $15/hr 

W-2 wages plus mandatory benefits.  The first phase will 

produce about 3,400 part time (20 hr/wk) driving jobs. 

 A Utility Billing model – Transit will be billed as a utility 

(starting at $15/mo per adult) – everyone will receive a Metro Transit Go Card.   

 Voter Referendum approval – the system won’t start until Minneapolis voters approve the plan 

by referendum. 

Approval of this Resolution means: we support contracting with the Transit Revolution company to 

prepare a detailed plan (there is currently a 150 page e-book including a preliminary budget), and 

putting the plan to a referendum of Minneapolis voters ASAP. 

A copy of Carney’s 150 page e-book will be e-mailed to you on request (it’s about a 5 MB .pdf file.) 

 



Are we serious candidates?! You Betcha! 

Just read this article from the Star Tribune op-ed Page (8/24/2013): 

--------------------------- 

All of us in Minneapolis mayor's race are quite serious 

Many candidates, but not a clown car. Your 

vote shouldn’t be limited. 

Editor’s note: This article was submitted by 
Minneapolis mayoral candidates Dan Cohen, Ole 
Savior, Abdul M. Rahaman, John Charles Wilson, 
Bob “Again” Carney Jr., Troy Benjegerdes, Jaymie 
Kelly, Captain Jack Sparrow, Jeffrey Allen Wagner 
and Joshua Rea.  

---------------------- 

On Aug. 21, Star Tribune editorial cartoonist Steve 
Sack offered his take on the 35 candidates who are 
on the November ballot for mayor of Minneapolis. 
His implication seems clear: Voters need help from serious journalists to weed out a couple dozen 
pesky clowns who have wrecked our shiny new ranked-choice voting process by (gasp) filing for 
office. Ick! 

Permit us, 10 of those candidates, to differ. This year, a roiling group of candidates is holding weekly 
meetings at “People’s Plaza” in downtown Minneapolis. We have already presented the voters of 
Minneapolis with a number of ballot issues worthy of serious consideration. Now we’re campaigning 
to use ranked-choice voting to its full potential. 

One main purpose of RCV is to avoid the dreaded “wasted vote.” We want you to have a say on 
whom you prefer, even if your first choice — or first five choices — won’t win. 

Unfortunately, due to limits of our new vote-counting technology, the City Council has decided to 
count only voters’ top three rankings. 

Here’s how it’s supposed to work. If your first-ranked candidate is eliminated, your vote is transferred 
to your second choice. If that candidate is eliminated, your third ranking is counted. But as things 
stand right now, if your third choice goes belly up, your ballot is “exhausted.” 

The likely result will be a mayor elected by a minority of all voters. That’s both unfortunate and 
unnecessary. The city (that’s us!) does have the option to count more than three rankings. But it 
would require a hand count. 

http://www.startribune.com/topics/places/minneapolis.html


This is why we support the 
demand of Captain Jack Sparrow 
— whose political principle is 
“Count All Rankings.” We’ll be 
laying out a plan to do just that — 
so your ballot for mayor will be an 
inexhaustible ballot. 

Here’s another reason why “we 
the people” must demand the 
right to cast an inexhaustible 
ballot. Every candidate is allowed 
to put either their “political party 
or principle” next to their name on 
the ballot. This year, a number of 
candidates have filed for mayor 
partly to let voters rank and 
advance an important principle. 

Here’s a rundown of issues and 
ideas you can support on this 
November’s ballot. For each 
issue, a “coalition of willing 
candidates” is forming to advance detailed policies and plans. 

• “Stop foreclosures now”: This is Jaymie Kelly’s political principle. She is personally fighting to 
stay in a home she has lived in for decades. We will be presenting ways to hold banks and the 
financial system accountable for harms to individuals and the city from the 2008 economic 
meltdown. Eminent domain can help targets of predatory lenders stay in their homes based on 
current real-estate market rates — not fantasy values from the housing bubble. 

• “End homelessness now”: This is Joshua Rea’s political principle. He also speaks from 
experience. We will be developing remedies, including a plan for homeless and low-income people 
to use Minneapolis homes that are currently unoccupied but that can be safely used. 

• “Demand transit revolution”: This is Bob “Again” Carney Jr.’s political principle. Carney has 
published a 150-page e-book detailing his plan. A coalition of willing candidates will consider 
endorsing his plan in whole or in part. 

• “Jobs downtown casino”: This is Dan Cohen’s political principle. A coalition of willing candidates 
will consider endorsing Cohen’s downtown casino plan in whole or in part, and may expand to a 
more general focus on economic development and social justice issues. 

Let’s not downgrade ranked-choice voting into a guessing game about whom the top contenders 
might be. Instead, let’s upgrade our voting process — to a system that lets “we the people” demand 
action on critical issues Minneapolis faces today. 

------------------- 

Prepared and paid for by the BobAgain Committee, 4232 Colfax Ave. So., Mpls., MN 55409 – Note, the above photo of seven of 

us “stating” our principles was supplied to the Star Tribune, but was not published on their op-ed page. 


